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EXISTING PHOTOS
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AR CHITETZS GTS

The existing library is situated over the lower two storeys
beneath the Middlesex Estate in the City of London. This
bid proposal deals only with the library space, which is
situated on the ground floor. The existing library suffers
from low ceilings and a lack of daylight. In addition, there
is no consistency in the flooring finishes or light fittings,
which creates a fragmented and dour interior.

ARTIZAN STREET LIBRARY



Form

AR CTHITEZSETSS
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Opening the Book Library Designers have developed
a furniture layout to create a feeling of warmth and
welcome, different from formal straight rows. The
children’s area has been renewed and re-located to
attract families with young children.
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HUGUENOT INFLUENCE ‘-Form

The Huguenots — French Protestants in the 16th and 17th

. e .' , ‘ T : ] RN o Century — were this country’s first refugees. Many settled
o RTRITT Y i a8 f ; ' A in London, primarily in Spitalfields and the City, close
g U - . SRk 5 b : . . s . :
s T T8 e & w ' LIl 1 & to the Artizan Library. They revitalized the silk weaving
WA m B ' B | b 5 i RO\ T industry in the area, and created a rich legacy of silk

patterns renowned around the world. It is hoped that
the new Artizan maker space and lounge will draw upon
this history of craftmanship, supporting upskilling and
creativity for the local population.
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DESIGN Form
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The new design proposes placing a new Artizan Lounge
at the front of the library and new Artizan Maker Space
at the rear. People will be able to make noise and create
pieces of work undisturbed at the rear, whilst their work
can be displayed and enjoyed in the lounge. The existing
IT suite would be removed and the space re-purposed as
the children’s library.

The different areas of the library would be separated by
colour instead of walls, and the children’s library would be
a kaleidoscopic celebration of learning!
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ARTIZAN LIBRARY - SKETCH VIEW
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ARTIZAN MAKER SPACE - SKETCH VIEW ‘-Form
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A series of coloured cabinets with fold-down tables

and desks at varying heights would allow the creation

of new maker spaces. This would allow embroidery,
sewing, digital printing and other activities to take place.
Equipment and materials would be safely secured in the
furniture once closed, and the bold vibrant colours of the
furniture and flooring would match the colours of the
Artizan Lounge at the front of the library, creating a strong
visual link between the two spaces.
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INDICATIVE OVERALL PROJECT PROGRAMME

PHASE 1

Re-location of library to multi-hall
Temporary works (partition + protection)
Strip-out

Mechanical + Electrical alterations
Ceiling + wall repairs

Ceiling + wall decoration

New lighting

New flooring

Furniture Assembly

Occupation

PHASE 2

Strip-out

Alterations + repairs

Ceiling + wall decoration

New lighting

New flooring

Furniture Assembly + Occupation
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An indicative programme is provided below showing an
anticipated timetable for the construction phase of the
project.

The programme assumes that a temporary library could
be provided in the multi-hall during phase 1, and that

the existing estates office could remain in use. During
phase 2 the estates office would need to be provided with
alternative temporary accommodation. The programme
anticipates the closure of the library for 2 weeks at the
start of the project, and for 1 week at the end of phase 1.

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

TEMPORARY LIBRARY
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